
in the United States. I W» g»ve toe ***** as .PP,*«ble*
my own Stale, and if it. prmcticabikty be demonauated, the
demonsUation can eaaily be applied to every otherHale. Le
a future day be fiied, after which every sieve child born ahall
be the property of the Stale, for ihe purpose of colonization.
Place the children when weaned in the hand* of those who
will raise them.female* till tbey are eighteen years oj age,
and male* until they aie twenty-four or twenty-five^ and upon
their reaching these ages send them to Africa. There, in a

few words, ia the whole scheme. Now as to its practical
operation. By sending off the females as they reached eigh¬
teen the race would become extinct iu less than fifty yc*'*»
with the exception of a lew old slaves past the prime of li e.

The departure ol the females as they reached womanhood
would put an end to the birth of slaves among us. The ex¬

tirpation of slavery under «uch a rule is therefore just as

certain as the laws ol nature. But il would be slowly
accomplished. So much the better on that account,
as Africa ia not fitted for the reception of all at once,
and by doing the thing gradually we should accommodate
ourselves, in our labor and habits, to the new state of things
slowly yet certainly taking place. Where is the money to
come from to defray the expense, and who is to furnish it
The Colonization Society can charier ahipa and transport adult
colonists and take care of them in Africa, until they are accli¬
mated and capable of providing for themselves, for *60 a lit ad.
In their own packet they do it for *50 a head. This informa¬
tion is given to ine by Mr. McLain, the Secretary of the bo-
ciety. Now, I believe that those to whom the children are

bound would, in consideration of their services, readily stipu¬
late to furnish the required outfit. Poor white children are

bound out by our laws, and the master or mistress is required
to teach them a trade, to educate them, &c. Boys' "J»until they arrive at twenty-one years of age, and girls till tuey
reach sixteen. They are to l»e furnished with three pounds
ten shillings in money and a new suit of clothes when their
time of service expires. I would lengthen the apprenticeship
of male colonists so as to raise'the funds necessary. I enisles
being apprenticed until eighteen, would serve two years longer
than the period required for white apprenticed girls, and there¬
fore their services woulJ be much more valuable. e ap¬
prentice lived and emigrated to Africa, I would make jujrtcompensation to the owner; but it the slave died during the
apprenticeship, and before his labor had paid for his raisingthen nothing would bo due.

Under the foregoing plan how many slaves would it be ne¬

cessary to transport annually from Kentucky By the census o

1840 there were 30,818 female slavesm the State between tho
age of 10 and 24 years. Divide by 14, and it gives 2,201 in their
18th year. Now, the slave children st thisJims in Kentucky
would for the next eighteen years supply annually, in grow¬
ing up, 2,201 females for transportation. But, just assoonas

the system goes into operation, there will be lewer children
born. After the end of thiity years from its commencement,
it may be salely affirmed, there would ifct be a slave born m
Kentucky ; after twenty y£jirs there would be but few births
among the mothers remaining in the country. In the nine¬

teenth or twentieth year of the opcraiion of the system there
would be fewer females to transport than in the preceding
year and from that time their numbers would rapidly dimin¬
ish until not one in her 18th year could be found for trans¬

portation. Now, multiply 2,201 by $50, the sum it cos's the
Colonization Society in its own packet, and we have * 1 lO.Oou
only as the sum necessary to be expended annually for the
certain and gradual extirpation of slavery in Kentucky. But
it may be said it would be cruel in the extreme to send oil fe-
males withoift sending males with them. Admit it, and dou¬
ble the expenditure in order to send off an equal number ot
males, and it only makes *220,100. Under such a stale of
apprenticeship, and by lengthening the periods of service of
the males until they arrived tu 24 or 25 years, or even longer
if necessary, and requiring them to labor the last four or five
years in aid of colonization, I entertain no doubt but our slave
population can, by their own labor, without costing our white
population oue ccnt, transport, settle, and provide for them¬
selves in Africa. But it must be systematically undertaken
and persevered in to do it. Now, sir, ihe entire female slave
population of the United States in 1840, botween the ages of
10 and 24, amounted to 390,117 only. Bv the same rule of
calculation we have 27,865 in their 18th year, and of the
proper a,;e for colonization. This num!>er multiplied by *50
gives *1,393,250, as the annual expenditure nececsary to re¬

move, upon my plan, the whole female slave population of tho
United States as they reach their 18th year. But, under the
idea that humanity requires us to send out an equal number
of males, let the expenditure be doubled, and it makes
*2,786,500. I said half (he expenses of the Mexican war,
invested in a six per cent, stock, would accomplish the ob¬
ject. A capital of*50,000,000 would produce annually the
sum required, and an excess of more than *200,0011 for con¬
tingencies. I have thus, sir, only sketched the outline of a

plan by which united systematic effort can extirpate slavery.
I have no lime to go into minute details, and obviate every con¬
ceivable objection. Only look at the thousands and hundreds
of thousands of foreigners annually landing upon our shores
from the oid world, and then, sir, retlect that it only requires
the removal of 27,865 female slaves annually, at a cost ot
*1,393,250, and no sane mind can doubt the practicability ol
the scheme. 1 have made the calculations u[»on the census of
1840. The increase of population since then would increase
the numbers and expense; but I possess no data upon which
to give the increased exjwnditure required with accuracy. In
our unbounded schemes of annexation and dominion, we have
nothing to do but to annex Liberia, govern her as a colony
until we have located the negro race there, and then separate,
leaving her an independent republic. Such a scheme, in i s

execution, would lead to commercial results magnificent in
their development; and, while it would Iw just as constitu¬
tional as other schemes of annexation, would be infinitely
wiser, becausc its motive would be peace and good will to man,
instead of war, conquest, and national aggrandizement.

But auppose, Mr. President, colonization is rejected, what
is to hapi>en then } You cannot divest slavery, from the in¬
fluence of certain causes which have heretofore and will con¬
tinue to operate upon it, producing results beyond the control
of human legislation. These have been most ably presented
by a citizen of my own State of great attainments, John A.
McClung, Esq., in a speech delivered before the Kentucky
Colonization Society in January last. Our decennial tables of
population prove that, in reference to many States in our

Union, slavery has been marked by three distinct stages : the
first is when the slave population increases »t a greater ratio
than the white ; the second, when the >*Tiite population in¬
creases at a greater ratio than the slave < and the third when
the slave population actually decreases. It is remarkable too
that these changes have progressed with great regularity, es¬

tablishing beyond controversy that, when the slave population
begins to decrease, R must go on until the causes which pro¬
duced iu decline will ultimately exterminate it. New York
and New Jersey together had, in 1790, 32,747 slaves. By
the census of 1800 the number of slaves in these two Sts'^a
had increased only eighteen » but there was a decrease in New
York of 981, and an increase in New Jersey of 999. After
1800 the slaves in both States rapidly declined, until in 1840
there were but 678 left, and now in both States the institution
has been abolished. In Delaware the number of slaves has
decreased from 8,887 in 1790 to 2,605 in 1840. In Mary¬
land the number of slaves increaacd until 1810. In 1820 they
had decreased from 111,502 in 1810 to 107,398. '1 hus
the number for a period of Um years fell about 4,000. In the
next period of ten years the fall was a little more than 5,000,
and by the census of 1840 the number had come down to
89,737, exhibiting a diminution in number of 12,457 in the
last ten years. In the District of Columbia th* number of
slaves was 6,377 in 1820, hsd slightly declined in 1830, and
came down to *4,694 in 1840. In Virginia the number ot
slaves continued to increase until 1830, when they teached
469,757. The census of 1840 exhibits a decline ol 20,770.
Thus we see that slavery has reached its height in the States
on the Atlantic, including Virginia and all north and east,
and commenced declining, making suck progress that those
farthest north and east have abolished the institution.
In North Camlina in 18.30 there were 245,601 slaves. In
1840 there were 245,817, showing an increase of 216 only;
so that slavery lor the intervening ten years was upon a stand.
In Kentucky, we have passed from the first into the second
stage of the institution. The censns of 1840, for the first
time, showed that our free population had increased by a small
but greater ratio than the slave. Since 1840 our slave popu¬
lation has been nearly at a stand. Our lists of taxable pro¬
perty, in which ihe slaves are annually enumerated, show ihat
in 1847 their numl«er was 189,549; allowing on increase of
only 7,291, aince the census of 1840, or an increase at the rate
of about half of one per cent, per annum. There has been no

enumeration of the whole of our free population since 1840 ;
but from other facts there is no doubt that our free populaUon
has increased duiing the same period at a much greater rat®.
In 1839 our free white males over twenty-one years, or the
voters of the Stste, numbered 108,500. In 1847 our voters
amounted to 136,945; making an increase at the nte of more
than three per cent.' per annum for the last eight years. In
1847 we had 173,968 free children between the ages of five
and sixteen years t showing an increase of 4,773 in one year.
These facta, exhibited in the rrport of our Second Auditor,
show that our white population in Kentucky is rapidly in¬
creasing, while the slave population is nearly at a stand; and
they likewise prove that the day is not dictant when the num¬
ber of slaves in Kentucky will liegin to decieaso as in Mary¬
land and Virginia. Our auditor's report alriAdy shows a de¬
crease in the number of slaves in twenty-eight counties in the
State, comparing the years 1846 snd 1847 ; and oar lists of
taxable property prove that there are more than three-fourths of
our voters who do not own a slave. . These results have in
part been produced by an act of the legislature, passed in
1833, prohibiting the introduction of slaves Into the State, ex¬

cept brought by emigrants, or when they have' been acquired
by inheritance. If the convention about to be called in Ken¬
tucky should, in the new constitution, provide that the further
introduction of slaves should under no circumstances be allow¬
ed, such a provision, I have no doubt, would tend to the rapiddiminution of the slave population.

There are causes existing in the slaveholding States, inde¬
pendent of human sympathies and legislation, which tend to the
removal of ilivm from tho#e of them furthest north to those
situated further south. I will enumerate tome of them

Fif-i, and chie/est, slave labor can be more profitably em¬

ployed in the planting States to the South, in rice, sugar, and
cotton fieIda 5 than it can be in the grain-growing and stock-
raising region* of the middle State*; and hence tbeie u a atronir
motive of interest and gain to transfer slaves where tKev can

be moat profiUbly employed.
' C

Set^pd. In growing grain and raising stock the unskilful
and careleaa management and habita of the slave, t.d the im¬
practicability of furnishing him constant employment after the
couutry is cleared, farma improved, and population become
dense, rendera it cheaper for the farmer to hire labor aa it ia
wanted than to keep sluvea of all ages and sexes, who are to
be led, clothed, and provided in all respect* 41 his expense
throughout the year.

Third. Aa our free population increases, there will be un
increased competition am»ng those seeking employment. This
naturally brings down the price of labor, and enables the lar-
mer not only to obtain free labor whenever he wants it, but
at such reduced rates as to make it more profitable than slave
labor. The inevitable consequence is, that the master's inte-
rest requires him to semi bis slaves further South into newer

soils, where labor is mow in demand, and commands higher
wages, and produces better crops.

Fourth. The climate Hid mild temperature of the latitudes
below thirty-six degreea are belter suited to the constilulion
and habits o! the negro rat* than those north of that line. I
believe the negro is betkr fitted by nature to labor under a

southern sun than the white man. All these causes, com¬
bined with otheis, account for the facta exhibited in our cen¬
sus tables, and they will continut} to operate, with the same

ettect, until the cotton, s?gar, and rice lands of the South are

fully brought into cultivation and adequately supplied with
slave labor. Some unlooked-for revulsion may render slave
labor more profitable in corn fields and meadows. In that
event, they will be retained in the grain-growing and crazing
otales where they now are.

But, sir, the time is raphlly advancing when a crowded po¬
pulation will every where reduce the price of labor, and bring
about an active competition among those seeking for employ¬
ment. Long before our population is as dense as that of Eu¬
rope slave labor will be undermined, subdued, and expelled
by free white labor, from all those States of the American

u Of1 where the wbite man '* not physically enervated by
the climate, and rendered thereby unable to enter into success¬
ful competition with the negTo. When the means of subsist¬
ence are inadequate to the full supply of the wants of a re¬
dundant population, it is not difficult to foresee that then the
sufferings from hunger will fall with greatest severity upon the
slaves ; if, indeed, they are not all liberated before that time
arrives, from the utter inability of their masters to support
them upon the products of an exhausted soil.
Now, air, I hold it to be the duty of a statesman to contem¬

plate this vast subject in all its aspects, before the time arrives
when necessity will force it upon our children, if not upon our¬
selves. I have long looked at it, and have come to the con¬
clusion that wisdom and*philanthropy might unite upon a sys¬
tem of colonization, calculated in its results to bless the white
man and the blpck, to relieve America of a class whose con¬
tinuance here I regard as an ovil, and whose removal to Af¬
rica would, under the providence of the Almighty, civilize and
christianize that savage and pagan continent.
Now, sir, with these views, I think that scattering theslaves

we have over wider territory would promote a more rapid de¬
crease of that population in those States where it is now di¬
minishing, and hasten the period Mien with safety they might
imitate the examples of New York and New Jersey. We do
not make another slave by spreading them over a'larger sur¬

face. And, as slaveholders have contributed in the war with
Mexico their quota of men and money, I hold that it is an act of

Justice fo allow them to participate in the enjoyment of the new
I erritories with their slaves. If it be refused, then the slave popu-
lation will be confined to the limits of the States whete slavery
noweiists. The gentleman frorn New York (Mr. Di\) has
declared his intention so to confine it, upon the ground that,
by the iaws of population, slaves would increase faster in the
excitement, health, and abundance of new Territories, than
they would it penned up where they are.

1 he gentleman forgets that the laws of }>opulation which
operate upon free men do not aflect slaves. Free men and
women are restrained, and will not readily contract marriage
until they have before them reasonable prospecta of coinf.irta-
bly providing for a family. Hence difficulty in supj orting a

family is a great restraint upon marriage, and a ch» ck to the
increase of free population. But no such considerations as

these operate upon the slave ; he has no care in providing for
wile or children. That io the business of the master, and con¬

sequently nothing will cherk the natural increase of the slave
but the existence of such deprivation of physical comforts as

to produce disease and death. Happily for the slave jwpula-
tion of the South, there is not and has not lieen any thing like
physical suffering, for want of food and raiment, so as to pro¬
duce a general state of disease, and to prevent their increase.
It will require a long time yet, I trust, before the Southern
Slates are incapable of supporting in comfort their whole popu-
lation ; but the day may, and probably will, come when a su-

peiabundant population in the South may feel the pincbings
of cold and hunger as th«y have l>een felt in starving Iieland.
My philanthropy teaches me to look ah8ad, and legislate with
a view to postpone those days of pestilence and famine as far
as possible. Hence, I deniie lo reduce the wilds of Africa to
cultivated fields, and by scattering slavery to alleviate its pres¬
sure. Hat the gentleman from New Vork adopts a contrary
policy. He is for damming up and confining it to its present
limits, and bringing it to the starvation point as soon as poswi-
We. Such is the inevitable effect of his policy : and alt this
is to l»e done in the name of liberty and philanthropy, under

j the sanctimonious pretence that free soil is not to be polluted
7 Vf® °f slave* Sir, I believe the true motive is to ob¬

tain political power, and to secure the whole of our new ter¬
ritory to the use of the redundant population of the nonslave-
holding States, and those who entertain strong prejudices, if
not antipathies, against slaveholders. Seeing this, I do not
wonder that gentlemen represcn'ine Southern States suffer
their indignation to threaten the dissolution of our Union soon-
er than submit. Now, air, for myself I shall make no surh

J , at", w'" ,'*ar "lm°*t any thing sooner than dissolve the
federal ties which bind tlio States together as one nation. I
do not believe that the idea of preserving the institution of
slavery by dissolving our Union has the least soundness in ait.
n the contrary, the dissolution of the Union would instantly

emancipate all the intelligent active slaves in the border slave-
holding States. From Kentucky they would cross the Ohio
river in droves, and on reaching the northern bank would be
as safe as they are when they reach Canada. We should be
left .with the old and helpless to take caie of and the voung to
raise. I he same thing would occur in all the border States.
fcvery one must see that slavery cannot exist, afterfhe dissolu¬
tion of the Union, in those States binding upon dismembered
' ."1 wou'd not deliver up fugitive slave*.

The I nion wjll never be diasolved under the idea of better
securing slave property. There is no danger lo the Union
rom that source j but the danger lies in this, that Northern
member* of Congress, Northern ministers ami members of
churches, and the whole Northern people, will so accustom
letnselves to speak and inveigh against Southern men, South¬

ern institutions, and the entire |>eople of the South a* to en¬
gender sectional feelings and parties ; to create sectional jea-
ousie* and animosities ; and to establish a public sentiment
in lavor of separation and non-intercourse, in order to avoid

e itterness and hatred which spring from an association be-
ween parties, when on the one side arrogant assumptions of su¬

periority are perpetually manifesting their scorn for the princi¬
ples and practices of the other. Sir, it is just as impossible,
m he nature of things, for confederated States to remain uni-
te<, as it is for individuals to continue their friendly intercourse
a ler every feeling of mutual respect has been supplanted by
mutual contempt and abhorrence. Nor can the cit.z-ns of a

consolidated Government, born and raised under such free in¬
stitutions as ours, with the most perfect enjoyment of the lib¬
erty of speech and of the press, adhere to a common Gov¬
ernment, when they are divided into sectional factions and
eel towards each other nothing but rivalry and hatred. Such
a state of affairs will lie broken up by revolutions and scpara-
ion. rhe conduct of Northern abolitionist* towards the South ;

t e feeling of the North which has burst forth in the forma¬
tion of a/»re-W party, with Ex President Van Huren at
its head , the refusal of this Congress to allow slaveholders
to emigrate with their slaves to any part of New Mexico or

California ; and the obstructions by mol>s at<d otherwise fo pre¬
vent the recovery of fugitive slaves, are powerful agencies in
alienating the citizens of the South from those of the North,
an generating those sectional feelings which may lead to se-

piration. V our last tables of commerce arid navigation show
that Southern porta sent abroad upwards of twenty mil-
ions of dollars in value of domestic products morp tlian were
sent from the porta of the r.on-al.veholdinc States. The
South knows her mercantile importance in the trade of Iho

W0|'i -now« 'n P°int of interest, she can do as

well ,f not belter, without the labor and shipping of the
orth than the ISorth can do without the rich products of

Southern soil and labor. I feel and believe that both sections
will flourish best by reciprocal kindness, fraternal toleration,
and wise forbearance towards fhe peculiar institutions, opin¬
ions, and laws of each other. Sir, j( would promote (he pe-
cuniary and commercial interest of the North to allow slave-
holders t<» take their slaves wherever they cm be most pro-
fitably employed. Such a course would swell the already
vast aggregate of the great Southern staples, and furnish in¬
creased employment for Nnithern ships ami sailors, factors
and merchants. But this good is to be surrendered, and we

are lo lie influenced by a vague, undefined notion that some¬

body would be benefited by confining our slaves lo thnr pre¬
sent limit, and the idea that by expansion they would more

[he^arth ,0 " multiply and replenish
But our Southern Drmoeraey affects to believe that the

institution of slavery is only safe undsr the protection of the
veto power of the Executive, and that it is only necessary to
elevate Gen. Cass to the Premdency to secure all they desire.

.,hal I will not consent to the
exercise of the veto power on the part of the President for
any purpose, except to save the constitution from violation, or
to produce the reconsideration of some act manifestly passed
without deliberation. I will not sustain or create any desiwtic
power jo one man, to nullify the deliberate will of a majority

of the American people ; and before I would become a mon¬
archic, asking protection from the Throne, 1 would sooner
dissolve all connexion wilh thoae who by their numbers had
the power, and who by their votes manifested the disposition,
to oppress me. Sir, I shall despair of the republic when the
Representatives of the American people in Cougress assem¬
bled can no longer lie trusted, and when we are to look to the
President alone for safety.

But how is the veto power to save the South Suppose
(what is hardly supposable) that Gen. Cass should be elected
by Southern votes, and that Congress should thereafter pass
a bill prohibiting slavery in the new territories, and he should
place his veto upon such bill, how then shall we stand in re-:
sped to New Mexico and California > If anti-slavery mem-,bers of Coneress are sufficiently numerous to puss such a bill,
it is utteily hopeless to expect that they will, by the applica¬
tion o I the Missouri compromise line, allow the introduction,
of slavery into these territories south of 3G 30 noith latitude..
The consequence is inevitable, that if the veto power of Gen.
Cas« as President should strike dead the positive action of
Congress in prohibiting slavery, then we are to be left wUhout
auy law upon the subject in those territories except such as

may now exist. The only good the veto power can accom¬
plish, therefoie, is to keep these new territories without law
upon the subject of slavery, and in that respect to give us pre¬
cisely the blessings which we can derive from this lull; Ugpyit the power to make laws «. respecting slavery in New Mex-,
ico and California is interdicted, and on that subject there u|
to be no change. Well, sir, what have we- been told in the
argument and spcech of that profound lawyer from Vermont,
(Mr. Phelps,) who warmly advocates the passage of this bill,
notwithstanding his open and avowed hostility to the further
extension of slavery > He says, and I believe truly, that it is
only necessary to prohibit further legislation on the subject of
slavery in California and New Mexico, to exclude slavery from
their borders forever. The decrees of Mexico abolishing sla¬
very in these States or Provinces, and all other parte of her
empire, have been read at our Clerk's table. Now, sir, i

things are to remain as they are forever, through the application
of Executive vetoes or by the passage of this bill, how is it
possible that a slave can be held as such in our newly-acquir
territories > If it be our «. manifest destiny," in our progress
of enlarging the " area of freedom," to annex Canada and Ire¬
land, as aoon as the deed is done can Kentuckians or Caro¬
linians emigrate and setile with their slaved, and hold them as

such, in either of those countries ? As a Kentuckian, I should
be content and pleased to tccure to them the privilege of doing
so, upon the ground that, if slavery is a blessing, 1 was con¬

ferring it, and making our new fellow-citizens the happier
thereby ; and if a curse, that I was only dividing it, and throw¬
ing part of the burden from my own shoulders upon those who,
as conquered or purchased subjects, might rightfully be com¬

pelled to aid their new associates. In the latter case, how¬
ever, I think it would l>e but an act of liberality to give our
new brethren a voice in the matter. I offered to do so, but
the proposition was rejected.
The position taken by Senators from the South who advo¬

cate the passage of this bill is, that, in virtue of the constitu¬
tion of the United States, as soon as a new territory is annex¬
ed, any slaveholder may emigrate to it wilh his slave, and
there hold him just as he might do in the State whence he.
emigrated, although there is no law in the Territory annexed
tolerating the existence of slavery, and even if the law up to jthe instant of annexation pesitively prohibited it. I he bill
under consideration proposes to submit the truth of that pro¬
position, as a question of law, to the decision of the Supreme,
Court. The gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Phelps) sa\s,
it is so u'terly untenable, so manifestly violative of the plain-
est principles of national law as laid down by Vattel, and inI the decisions of the Supreme Court heretofore pronounced,
that he will not hesitate to submit the question to that Court.
I have my opinion, but if this bill is to pass, I see no propriety,
regarding my position, in sustaining that opinion by advauc-I ing arguments adverse to a decision in favor of the Southern jside of the question. It is enough for me to say, that I coin-
cide with the gentleman from Vermont. I believe that slavery
cannot exist without law, founded ou custom, or usage, or

statute. I therefore perceive no advantage to the section I
represent from the passage of the bill. On the contrary,
apprehend it surrenders every thing to the North. I there¬
fore wash my hands of it.

.v .But, Mr. President, let us look at facts, and consider lor a

moment longer how vain a thing it is to hope fortheextens on

or peipetuation of negro slavery by relying upon the veto
power. Look at the preponderance of representatives Iroin
the non-slaveholding States in the other branch of Congress.
Look at the fact, that the State of Delaware, from her dimi-
nished slave population, is just at the point of abolishing sla¬
very, and must in a year or two more imitate her neighbors.
New Jersey and Pennsylvania; look at the fact, that even it
my proposition to apply the line of 30° 30' had been accept ,

the North, after conceding all the territory south of that line
to the use of slaveholders, would have an excess of more than
half a million of square miles of territory. Look at all these
facts, and it is impossible to obscurc and hide from our vision
the superior political strength of the non-slaveholding States
now and forever. They can vote us demn, if they wi .

They can elect a President, if it be their pleasure, who willI not veto " VVilmot provisoes." Now, sir, in view of these
things, I ask if is not madness on the part of the South to
stake their interests and their peculiar institutions upon an
Executive veto, and to be hunting " Northern mew with
Southern principles," or with the profession ol such principles
before the election, as their candidate for the Presidency '

Does not every one perceive that such a course on the part o.
the South is calculated to aggravate the anti slavery feeling of,
the North, and to bring upon us those insults, reproaches, and
arrogant assumptions which will, unless clucked, divide us.
into sectional parties and ultimately sever the Union '

. For myself, I never will adopt such a line of policy. I
shall attempt to leason with ray fellow-citizens of the >orth
and their representatives, and when I find rea«on is vain, that
ambition and selfishness ate covered under mock philanthro¬
py, and that the condemned institution of slavery, for winch
the people of my State are no more responsible than those ot
Massachusetts, has effectually alienated the hearts of Northern
men and women from the people of the South, I shall look to
other reliances than Executive vetoes. I shall refuse to asso¬
ciate in these halls with any set of men who are unwilling to,
recognise me and those whom I represent as their equals be-
cause we hold slaves. Sir, this may be strong language, when
I have just acknowledged that the South can never hope to

equal the North in political power. Strong as it is,
to it. I will coutinue no connexion when I am to be dre-
honored by it. "

.
_We are urged to pass the bill reported by the committee m

a compromise, and as the only thing which can l>e agree
upon. We are told that its passage will quiet agitation and
give repose. As a compromise, I regard it a* cone-ding
nothing whatever to the 8outh. It provides for a lawsuit be¬
tween master and slave, and gives the right to bring it by ap¬
peal or writ of error to the Supreme Court. 1 am i^wilung,
when I return home and am asked by my constituents whether
they can emigrate with and hold their slaves in New Mexico
or California, to answer "you may do so at your peril and a

the risk of having your alaves manumitted by the decisions o

ibe courts." Who will take slaves there under such discoura
aing circumstances > Who will incur the costs of the litiga¬
tion, when the opinions expressed here by the lawyer* from
the North are unanimous against the master and in tavor o

the slave ; and when, to say the least, the lawyer® from ie

South are divided in opinion > What master so unwise as
risk hi* "lave property under such circumstances and to incur

the certain expense and trouble of litigating with his slaves, as

provided for by this bill '
_ .But we are promised peace and quiet, in regard to the qi

tion of slavery, after this bill passes. If this bill contains one

.oporific quality, my alchymistic skill does not enable roe o

detect it- Sir. it will throw a new, a stimulating mgredien
into the effervescing political caldron. What have we sire y
heard in debate ' The gentleman from Ohio(Mr. < oawi>)
speculates upon the workings of that strangely constructs
and curious organ, the human intellect, and wonder* how i

is that in this Senate all the menffier* north of Mason an<
Dixon's line ihink oneway, and nearly all South the other,
way, upon the question* which this bill proposes to submit to
the decision of the Supreme Court. And then, sir, we have
it gravely counted op and ascertained that five of the nine

Judges of the Supreme Court live south of Mason and Dixon s

line. What is all this for, but to suggest to the American
people that the Supreme Court will decide, not according to
the law of the case, but according to the feeling and wishe*
of the neighbors of the respective Judges, and that they will
lie influenced by the slaveholding communities in which tney
live. Well, »uppo*e the Judges should decide that the con¬

stitution, per Mr, establishes slavery in California and New
Mexico, what the* 1 The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Con-,
wm) will lie ready to exclaim, " I told you so 5 I knesr they
could not be trusted ; I foresaw the wonderful influence which
geographical lines possess and exercise over the human intel¬
lectAnd what will the gentleman from Vermont (Mr.
Pnklps) say > He hss already told us that the question was
too plain to admit of doubt, and if the Court should decide
against his view, will he not exclaim, ««Stupidity, stupi.ntv.
corruption, corruption!" And what wilithe great Northern
public say and do 1 . Sir, they will denounce the Supreme
Court and clamor for Congressional interference to aveit the
consequences of a corrupt decision. In nil these step* I lore-
see the deepest and bitterest agitations ami criminations, and
the danger is that they will progress and increase until their
inten*ity melts the bands of union and dissolves society into
its original element*. If we have power to refer the question
to the decision of the Supreme Court, have we not the power
to settle it ourselves » In my judgment there is no peace to
be had until the American people shall deliberately settle down
upon some policy which all parts of the country can adhere to,
mid it is idle to suppose that a judicial decision,' baaed upon the
laws as they now exist in New Mexico ami California, will
settle what shall be the law in regard to alavery in those Ter¬
ritories for all time to come.

Mr. President, when I was a member of the House I voted
against all rules which restricted debate upon the subject of
ulavery. Mv votes at the commencement of this «*sion
<how that I have been unwilling to silence any Northern
Senator or to prevertt the presentation of petitions. I bold

that the attempt is prepo*teroua to ali/le inquiry or to keep
down agitation by restriction* on debate or petition*. Such a

cour# only incense* the public mind. Knowing, m 1 do,
(hat no moral guilt can attach to the S^uth lor the institution
of slavery, I have always thought that it was our best policy to

.ay to the North, " Talk as much as you please; we are not
afraid to beai you, and we are very desirous to understand j
your designs and pluns, so far as they are calculated to atiect
ua." Sir, the discussion* upon this bill have demonstrated
the design* and plans of the North in reference to slavery.
They loom upon our vision like the water-spout of ^ stormy
aea, threatening to burst upon us and sink the ship.

Mr. President, if i know my own heart, I feel for thedia-
trelses and calamities of all men, and i am not only willing
but consider it a duty to do all 1 can, in private and in pub¬
lic, to alleviate wretchedness and better the condition of my
whole race. But, sir, I have, I trust, no morbid sympathies
or antipathies I feel for the voluntary slave as intensely
as I do for the involuntary. Wbat is the man or the woman
but an involuntary slave, who, under the grinding poverty of a

dense and crowded population, is compelled from necessity to
^work according to the will of his employer for coarse bread

Nakedness and hunger areas potent stimulants to the starving
laborer of the old world as the overseer's lash to the involun¬
tary negro slave, and they secure just as abject service. J hesoldier and the sailor, by their eiklistinent, subject themselves
to the will of their commanders, and may bo shot and hung
for mutiny or disobedience of orders. It is well that the
honors which they acquire in time of war reconcile and com¬

pensate them for the hard servitude they contract to j>erlorm.
In our mercantile marine, the sailor, after his engagement, can¬
not release hiiusclf from the contract, except by |>ersonaI ser¬
vice j and if he deserts, lie may I® arrested, confined in jail
until the vessel aails, and then delivered up to the master and
compelled to serve during the voyage. The cat-'o-niae-tails
secures order and ofedience on board the ship. Sir, the world
is full of voluntary servitude, forced upon the subjects of it
by the inexorable circumstances which surround tbem, and
presenting to the true philanthropist as strong claims for sym¬
pathy and legislation as the condition of the involuntary slave
from birth. It is the business of n benevolent statesman to re¬

gard the actual state of things, and, by his legislation, so to
regulate the allairs of society which fall within the scope of
his legitimate powers, as shall secute to each class and every
individual ofeach class, all the privileges and enjoyments suited
to their condition, and which may not be dangerous or incom-
patiblowiththe safety,welfare, and happiness ot the great whole.
This is the rule which no one question* when applied to vol-
tary servitude in the army and navy, and dome*tic service in
families or the avocations of life. VVe apply the same rule,
without objection, to involuntary servitude as it exists in peni¬
tentiaries and asylums, and to the rtlalions between jwrentand
child, master and apprentice. Why shall it not be app'ied to
the case of African slavery, as it exists in the Lnited States '

I have indicated my line ot policy. I have shown wherein
this bill is mischievous, and why it will accomplish nothing.
It can do very little harm to jK>stj)one action on the subject of
territorial governments for New Mexico and California for
three or four months, when we shall meet again, after confer¬
ring with our constituents, and when we shall be better in¬
formed. I have presented a scheme by which, whenever it is
the pleasure of the Southern States, they can rid themselves
jf the institution of slavery without feeling the change ; and
whenever they indicate that purpose, aid from the Noith in
accomplishing the plan adopted by the South will '.be thank¬
fully received. But all obtrusive interference will be indig¬
nantly rejected. Having thus fully explained the position I
wish to occupy, I am prepared to vote.

THE POLICY OF RUSSIA. '

Since the outbreak of the Spirit of revolution in
Europe, (says the Boston Daily Advertiser,) much
curiosity has been manifested to discover what
would be the policy of Russia. Although the Em¬
peror of Russia may have felt safe against the in¬
roads of liberalism into his dominions, he may not
have lelt so fully guarded against conspiracy, at a

time when insurrection anil revolt was common to

every part of Europe, and it was natural that he
should feel some solicitude for the maintenance of
order in his own dominions. It was also but the
part of prudence to be prepared lor any change in
his relations with the neighboring Powers winch
'mightgrow out of the changes likely to take place'in the character and policy of the Governments ol
those countries, and also to protect the frontiers of
his empire against the effects of insurrection in the
neighboring provinces of the Prussian and Austrian
dominions. < Irders for placing his immense armies
on the footing of activity and efficiency were of
course issued, and movements ol troops were heard
of, which gave rise to speculations in the German
and other papers. It was repeatedly announced
that the Russian army was on the point of invading
the Prussian or Austrian territories. The Russiaij
Government has at length thought it expedient to
make a public declaration of its policy, for the in¬
formation of the Government'' of Europe, and has
addressed the following circular to its diplomatic
agents at the several courts in Germany, [and pro¬
bably to our own Government, and all the European
Governments,] under the signature of the experi¬
enced minister, Count Nesselrode. Without attri¬
buting to the Russian Emperor and his Cabinet any
undue share of moderation and prudence, it must be
manifest that its most obvious policy would be a

defensive one, in the present agitated state of Eu¬
rope, and we do not see any good reason to doubt
that the views developed in this document are the
true index of the policy of that Government.

THE DECLARATION OF RUSSIA.
"The German press, whose animosity against Russia ap¬

peared to have relaxed for a moment, has lately recommenc¬

ed busying itself about us ; and those measures which pru¬
dence for our own security has forced us to adopt on our fron¬
tiers have given rise to the most unwarranted supposition and
commentaries.
" The language held on this subject in the Assemblies of

Germany, though less immoderate ami leas positive, neverthe-
leas bear< the stamp ol the same surmises.

.< My preceding communications on the subject of the poli¬
tical and military position of the Emperor have inade you suf¬

ficiently acquainted with the actual intention of his Majesty
to render it unnecessary for me to give you fresh details on

this hfcad.
.. You are aware, sir, that, since the origin of the events

which have shaken the centrr of Kurope, the Emperor laid
down for himself a line of conduct from which he has not de¬
viated in a single ir stance.that of not interfering in any man¬

ner whatever in the internal affairs of the countries which de¬
sire to modify their organization ., of leaving the naUoAs per¬
fectly free to give themselves up, without interference on his
part, to the adoption of political and aocial experiment! t not
to attack any Power which shall not in the first instance have
attacked him i but at the same time resolutely to repel every
attempt u|>on his own internal security, so that if the present
territoml equilibrium shall be broken or modified in any
part, our just interests at least shall not be the sufferers.

.« Such has been for six months the system adopted bv the
Emperor.such ia the system to which he still adheres. But,
while bis Majesty confines himself to this passive and expectant
irystem, he cannot voluntarily eloee his eyes to all those even¬
tualities which may be in embryo in the numerous and sod¬
den mutations introduced into the order of things wbic!i has
hitherto obtained in Europe ; nor, more especially, to that
spirit of hostility which, in the delirium of change, has recent¬
ly manifested itself sgainst us throughout the whole of Oer-
msny.
" In fact, that great country had scarcely stated the terms of

the problem of its unity, wheh its first thought was an exten-
»ion of ihc limits of the Confederation.its fir*t note, the note
of war.
" In the preparatory meeting* ol the National tlermari I ar-

liament at FrankfoTt, in the clubs, in pam|>hleta, and puMic
j inrnals, war agatn»i Russia has been proclaimed as one of the
inevitable necessities of the epoch.
" To make an alliance offensive and defensive with France

has lteen publicly propounded. VVe have even been menaced
that our Baltic provinces shall be engulphed in the (idman
nationality.

.' That the ancient kingdom of Poland shall be re-estab¬
lished in its limits of 1772, in order to aerve h* the eternal
banter of Europe against whnt it railed the common en> my.

" To all theae provocations, and many,others which 1 shall
p<s over in silence, have been added direct acts ol hostility.
I need only refer to the welcome given to the Polish r. lugees,
and the gratuitous passige given on the railways, at the ex¬

pense of the German Governments themselves to th<»se bands
which arrived from France with the avowed design of carry¬
ing devastation and insurrection into our territories.
" ff it had been our object effectively to seek for » pretext

for aggression, would not this single fact have formed « mewt
favorable one > A war, deeply to be regretted, has l>eeii made
upon a northern monarchy whoee integrity we have guaran¬
tied, and the maintenance of which is indispensable to the
equilibrium o( Europe, which, by the complication* to which
it may easily give rise, and by ideaa ol maritime ambition with
which popular opinion invests iti menaces an attack upon the
general peace and interests of the lateral Powers of the Baltic.
\t the aame time, the insurrection in the Grand Duchy of
Poaen, and the state of Oalicia, may seriously endanger »he

internal tranquillity of our own province*. I nder present
contingencies «)d especially under such circumstances, the
most common prudence calls for preparation. We ha**
therefore, concentrated our army on the frontier, in order to
ward off tbote damage- whuh may arise suddenly from the
present and at all times precarious state of Europe.
"Our system, however, ha- been purely one of defence

and precaution. We apprehend (hat it never had, and that
it ha* not at thia moment, any oilier character.

" Instead of regaiding it in this point of view, and of ac-

know'.edging that, ifwe have been obliged to arm, the principalcause wan owing to the related provocation which had Veen
offered to us, the democra ic opinion love- to prefer thech»rge
of idea- of aggression. The German press daily teem. »Hh
the inobt absurd rumora, and the mo»t odious calumntea fcve
been laid to our charge. More than once these journal* hfcve
stated that our troop- have passed the frontiers, although Uey
have not left their cantoniw nt«. There is no insidious Ue-
sign bit what i- attributed to us_no emcute, no -edition.
eithei in Germany or Scluvonia, which we have not fav.|ed
underhand, either by our money or our aRents. '

»< The hostility which wc are supposed to entertwn agai|st
Germany U yiecisely on a level with what is felt,, or ratter
what itis attempted to create, against us in Germany.
" If, inateud of attributing to us sentiments of hatred wt.sm

we do not cherish, and of forming conjectures on our pre¬tended designs which are without foundation, men woulf
form a more ju-t and (rue idea of the present, they would s*
that the enemy which they bo gratuitously conjure, whr>
they delight in holding Hp as a phantom, and against wh.c»
a national war is -aid to be indispensable, lias ever been, an«
is at this moment, if Germany only wishe., animated with
sentiment* of benevolence and disinterestedness toward. be*.
W hen, indeed, has Germany had cause to complain of u«

^When have we formed projects against her independency
When have we even menaced an invasion' What part hi
her territory have we tsken, or even coveted During t>e
whole time tbat the continent was groaning under the domi¬
nation of an oppressive conqueror, Russia shed her Moot, to
assist Germany in the maintenance of her integrity and ner
independence. The Russian territory had been tree for a Ion?
time when bhe oontinued tq follow and to sustain hei German
allies on all the battle-fields of Europe. More recently, to

1840, when war appeared for a moment on the eve of break¬
ing out on the Rhine, wo placed our naval and military
at their disposal.

."During the long peace of thirty three years, the benefits
of which are so lightly -et aside by the volatile spirit of the
present generation, we have never ceased to recommend and
to maintain in Germany cmcord and unity.not, indeed, that
material unity which is now the day-dream of a democratic
spirit of levelling and aggrandizement, ami which, if it were
po^ible to realize it,as conceived by ambitious theorists, would
infallibly, sooner or later, plunge Germany into a war with all
her neighbors.but that moral unity, that sincere accord of
views and intentions in all political questions which the «er-

inan Confederation formerly treated of.
.« It is the maintenance of this union, it is the consolidation

of the bonds which unite the German Governments together,
which has ever been our sole aim, becausc we desire the peace
of Europe, and in our opinion ihe surest guaranty of t.iis
peace has ever been lodged in the intimate union of al t e

Governments which constitute the Germanic Confederation.
«< What we desired all this time we desire at the present
" Notwithstanding all the deGance and the outrage we have

received, it has been impossible to change our disposition.
Amid thece mad declamations we know how to distinguish
between deliberate and hot-headed men, Iwtween simple cre¬

dulity and peifidious malice. We are sensible ol the intoxi¬
cation and momentary excitement brought on by events so un¬

expected, so sudden,' so far beyond all expectations or surmise.
?* At this time, as hitherto, far from desiring trouble, far

from seeking to sow divisions, we desire nothing less for Ger¬
many than harmony between the Governments and the peo¬
ple harm 'ny so es^n'ial to pieserve her amid the complica¬
tions which may arise from abroad, aa well as the imminent
danger which may proceed from her internal portion.

.. We inav have onr doubts and our apprehensions as to the
.results of the great experiments which she attempts at this
moment for gaining her nationality by a greater lorce and co¬
hesion ; but these doubts and these apprehensions have never

transpired beyond the limits of our internal and private
We desire nothing more than to be speedily reassured ;

and if in tiuth Germany succeeds in solving the problem ol
its organization without prejudice to its internal tranquillity,
wifhout causing ihe new forms impressed upon tier nationality
to lie of such a nature as to dillurb the repose of other king¬
doms, we shall sincerely congratulate ourselves on the same

motives which made us'desire to see her powerful and united
under her ancient political fcirms.

«. guch being our dispositions of peace and conciliation, we

cannot but deplore tbat they are responded to by sentiments
go adverse.

«< Had we merely to repel the imputations of the demagogue
faction we should not trouble ourselves about them, nor should
we attsch more importance to them tbau they merit.

«« The ascertained intention of ihis taction is to reluse a

prinri to see any good intention whatever on our part at all
hnzuds to embroil the country with us, in order by war to ex¬
cite a confusion from which it hopes to n ap advantages for its
own anarchical designs.

.

'

ii As this party is determined to refuse us justice, and as it
is useless to attempt to convince those who will not be con-

\inced, hail we po other adversaries than those, we should
content ourselves with roe.ting them in silence, leaving it to
time to'show the fallacy of all the fal« re|*>rts and all the ca¬
lumnies which they spirad. But side by side with these de-
msgogues are men of good faith, who, from ignorance or cre-

duHtv, retain without mistrust or examination all the false im¬

pressions which are given them, and that without intending to
act the part of revolutionists. By acting upon their imagina¬
tions, by nourishing their suspiqons, by raising their tears, it
has hoped to plunge them into a war which, in regard to their
own interests, is, to say the truth, a monstrosity, and would
precipitate them, as happens but too frequently, into an abyss
of real war, in order to escape an imaginary evil. I Ins is

the desire of the ultra democratic pwty, and to this point it
will, if it be possible, persevere. It is therefore indispensable
that the Governments, in their diplomatic relations with us,
should be made acquainted with our true intentions. 11 has
become the duty of the enlightened niemlK-r-of assemblies and
legislative chambers-of all those, in fact, who combine with
the doctrines of reform the desire ol (.reserving to their coun

tiy the blessings of public order and monarchical principles,
to use all their legitimate influence in endeavoring to redress
respecting Russia the character of public opinion, and to pre¬
vent it from going aside into a path which, sooner or later,
must lead to incalculable evila.

.'The Emperor charges you expressly, sir, to make them
sensible of this necessity in working upon their conviction the
preceding considerations and reflection.- lell them, an

make known to all men of sense with whom you may come

into contact, either on business or social intercourse, that Hie
intention, of the Emperor in regard to Germany are and wil
remain, purely pacific ; that our armaments have hitherto had
a strictly defensive destination, that of being prepared to meet
one of the thousand unlooked-for ca>e« which it is impossible
for any one to foresee in the provisional state into which the
recent events have suddenly plunged the world i that m re¬

gard to Germany in particular.whilst she does not attack ua,
whilst the Confederation, whatever new form it may please to
take, shall respect the neighboring kingdoms, and not attempt
forcibly to extend its territorial limits, or its legitimate compe¬
tency beyond the boundaries assigned to it by existing trea-
ties-the Emperor will also respect her internal independence,
and will not deviate from the- position which he ha. maintain¬
ed to this day.

.

'

... ,.,"In complying with these direction*, youi will i.<» well
re a copy of the present despatch to the Cabinet where yougive a copy

are acciedited. Nrmsklrodk.'

Discovkrt or a <'oiwTKarsiTra's D**..The Bos'on
Traveller states that , str«nge discovery was accidental y made
on Wednesday last, at an ancient house in the.townirf^Brigh¬ton in the vicinity of Worcester Railroad, at the Cambridge'

n.,,iu a, a Mr. Howard, thearesent occc|>a'it

mvc war an<l IwomlH .<. lull" 1 «"»*10Ifepth with pfink sides and top. The roof of this under-
ground den wns alvmt four feet below the wrface,
entered by a trap-door snd ft pair ..I steps. This rnu.h of the
teneral'appearance of things was ascertained, and a removalofTbe earth is expected to bring to li«ht more particular, of

* ¦ p*":" °'J"folankini; to h«n>k out several kegs from the room, one of
which was about half full of counterfeit American half doll..,
all of the date of Attached to 'be keg was wh.t is

.upposed to have l>een a machine for polishing the coin. A
sack in which to deposits fools, was also got out.
The hou-e, nearly a century old, has long bad the wpu.a-

tion (no doubt purposely produced by the counterfeiters) of
being haunted-

Thi «.YawKK«a.".Some thirty or forty of the Dry
(iood< Merchants of the city of B,»ston have contr.bute.1 se¬

veral hundred dollars for the purpose of bestowing oj>on the
ners >ns who, St the imminent hazard of their lives,
Mr ('grios Pierce from the perilot» situation in which he
was place.! by the falling of » Dearborn Bl«)ek" in June ast.
A portion of the money has l*en expended in the Purchase.f an el.'aant Silver Pitcher and two elegant (.old W atchea.
The pitcher, which bears the following inscription, having

(JO'xls Merchants of Boston to I-ranci. Tukey, Esq., City
Msrshal for his noble and humene assirtanee in rescuing
Carlos Pierce from the ruins of 4 Dearborn Block, in I1 ederal
street, June 34, IMS." One of the watches was presented
to Capt. Caleb Page, and the other to Mr. Isaac Brooke.
both bearing inscriptions similar to that upon the piteher.
The remainder of the money (about |500) it to be distri¬

buted among some twenty other, who rendered v.luable
assistance.

ANOTHER LETTER FROM GEN. TAYLOR.

We find the following in the Martinsburg (Va.^
Republican of Wednesday last:

Batox Rol'be, (Li.) Juir 15, 1848.
Sir Your j>olue communication of the 10th ultimo, do-

airing to know whether I deem the administration of the-
General Government by Messrs. Madison, Monroe, Jackson.
Van Buren, Tyler, and Folk "to have been conducted upon
the principle# of the Jeftersonian school," haa been duly
received. In reply, 1 have to inform you that I hardly tleezu
it proper for me, in my piesent position before the American
people, thua to comment upon the public career of our former
Presidents; and that, touching this aubject, my opinion*, **

far aa I deem it proper or ueceaaary to express them at pre-
aent, are embraced in the accompanying letter to my friend
Captain Alliaon.

With my beat wUhe* for your health and happiness, I
remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .

Z. TAYLOR.
Mr. John Chudoiill Hediies,

Bedington, Berkeley county, Va.

WHIG DEMONSTRATION IN NEW YORK.

FROM THI. JIW TORK TRIBUXE or WEDNESDAY.

Pursuant to the public notice, the Young Whigs
of the city held a mass meeting last night in Wash¬
ington parade ground to respond to the noininatiou*
of the Philadelphia Convention. Large numbers of our citi¬
zen* began to assemble at an early hour around the stand,
which was elected at the western extremity of the square,
brilliantly lighted and canopied with a large canvass bearing
the names of Taylor and Fillmore. It was very substan¬
tially constructed, and the accommodations for reporters werv

of the most convenient character. A very fine band was in
attendance, and enlivened the crowd with stirring national air?
until the hour for organization. A hearty enthusiasm appeared
to prevail among all assembled, manifesting itself in chceis
and the tiring of pistols around the skirls of the meeting.

At eight o'clock, several thousands having collected, Jokk
J. R. De Pct called the meeting to order, and nominated Joxa-
than W. Allex, Esq. for Chairmatv

Mr. De Per also nominated a number of gentlemen for
Vice-Chairman.
Samuel H. De Mott nominated gentlemen for Secretaries.
The Chairman then introduced to the meeting Hon. F. A.

Tallmadge, of the Eighth Ward, who was greeted with
loud cheering. He commenced by stating that'it was right
and proper to exumine the'principles of the political candi¬
dates, and expiess approbation or disapprobation with regard
to them. What, then, said he, are the principles of the pre¬
sent party in power ? Those who aie attached to the admin¬
istration of Folk are in favor of the principles which Lewis
Cass, who is recommended by the Democratic party as hii>
successor, will carry out. Mr. T. then'gave a sketch of the
character of those principles. [The Eighth Ward Club here
made their appearance with music and their banners, and were
received with three cheers.] He entered into an explanation
of Casa's opiniou&with regard to the Oregon question, not
forgetting the easy slide which Mr. Polk made from 51° 41V
to 49°. The Mexican war was then commented ou, with the
debt which its prosecution had imposed upon our country,
equal, Mr. T. siid, to an additional tax of five dollars on

every inhabitant of the L'nited States. The ascendency of
the South, however, was a gteater evil than this. He asked,
as a free man from a free State, where this system of slave ex¬
tension shill end ? He called the serious attention of the au-
dience to this question. Il had been said, be remarked, that
the Whigs had no platform. . He desired those persons to on- ,

derstand that the Whig party possessed great and cardinal
principles, which they wotild never surrender. [Cheers.)

Mr. T. then entered into a discussion of the river and har¬
bor question as connected with the commercial prosperity of
the country, alluding to the fact that of the >890,000,000 of
revenue received since the adoption of the constitution,
$489,000,000 waj paid by New York, and^et the policy fA-
Cass and Polk would prohibit any improvement of New York
harbor. It had been recommended to iiopoae a tonnage dutj
on vrssels, and apply the money to the improvement of har-
bors and rivers. This had been tried in Baltimore for the last
ten years, and the consequence was that the amount thus re¬
ceived had decreased from f 1,000",000 in J 838 to $433,000
in 1847. Gen. Taylor, it was knowr, would accede to the
wishes of (Jongiess in this respect, and his election would
therefore secure the passage of proper laws on the subject.
Need I speak (said Mr. T.) of the character of Gen. Taylor *

[Loud cheers.] You have witnessed his acts, read his letters,
and hoard his character described. [Cheers] He is acknow¬
ledged to be a man of gr>*at discretion, rttund judgment, and
undaunted courage. [Cheers.] If elected, he would frame
a Cabinet of the best and ablest Whigs. [Great applause.)
Many of you have looked to that star of the East; in a few
weeks h s voice will unite with mine for Gan. Taylor. [Tm-
mense cheering.] What could,I say of thit bright starot the
West, [loud cheers,] that man whom we have delighted to

j honor and love ? He, too, will give his voice for Tayjor.
I [Great applause.] The speaker then concluded by asking
what more was wanted than a man who would carry out the
dewgns of the Representatives of the People, and advising the
Whigs to cast out all malcontents who advocate Van Buren
as if it was the devil himttlf.
Jaxes Biiooks, Est]., of the Express, was next introduced

to the meeting. .He remarked that he came forward only an

an echo, since the greater names which had been expected
were not present among them. Shall we be told, aaid he,
that the Whig party haa disbanded.that party which has
stood so many yeais; that its banner has been trailed in th<>
<luat ' If adversity overtakes it, the waves will roll back and
leave it standing fiun a* ever. Its principles had long been
fixed and established, while those who held the Convention af
BufTalo had but a ricketty, variegated, mysterious, white,
black, mingled, and mosaic platform. [Laughter and ap¬
plause. ] The S[>eaker then entered at length into the discus¬
sion of Whig principles, and stated that the Allison letter of
Gen. Taylor decided him to lie in favor of a restriction of the
veto power, and of t*ie tariff and internal improvements, if
they should be decreed by the voice of the peop'e. He de¬
scribed in glowing terms the military exploits of Gen. Taylor,
and asserted that it was impossible for a man to he a great
military commander without possessing some qualifications for
government. The concluding part of his addrsss was occu¬

pied with a review of the political career and character of Van
Buren, showing that little dependence was to tie placed on hut
present professions. All Whigs, he said, who followed the
one-idea, one-eyed Polyphemus party will do themselves dis¬
credit and dishonor. />

H. J. Ratwoxd, Esq. appeared next on the stand, ami
was received with three cheers. Under the circumstances
which exist at the present time, he said, on the election of
November depend principles whose importance no mind and
no tongue can exaggerate. The newly-acquired Territories
must have a government, and that government must come

from Washington. ^
Its character would therefore depend

greatly on the result of the election. Van Buren, he said, in
put forward as the representstive of the single principle of
free soil; be respected the opinions of the large and intelli¬
gent class of citizens who sdvocated it, but distrusted the wis¬
dom of the measure, which he considered best sdnptcd to de¬
feat the object in view. The election of 1844 was a "roof
of the injury which men may do by opposing candidates who
do not agree with them in <iU things, when the issue lies be¬
tween two alone. The Senate now consists of fifteen North¬
ern and fifteen Southern members. The question of the ba¬
lance of power might be forever decided by that of the
admission of new territory, and on which could the North
place its dependence to give the casting vote.Butler, or Fill¬
more ' [Cries of " Fillmore !"]

Mr. R. also reviewed the course of Van Buren ; he con¬
sidered that it must sometimes require all his ingenuity to
solve the question of his persorinl identity. [Laughter and
cheers.] How could be make up his mii.dtbst the Free Sail
Van Buren of 1848 was the same a* the Pro-slavery Van
Buren of IH2o ' It remiuded him of a woman whose dreiw
was made shorter by aoine waga as ahe was asleep in her mar
ket-wagon, and who on wakirtg doubted her own identity *.
far that she was obliged to adopt the following test :

" If I be I, as I hope I be,
I've a little dog at home, and he knows me !"

Loud laughter and cheers ] The speaker concluded by do-
scribing the character of Gen. Taylor, as developed in hi*
military history, and called upon the Whigs to unite and elect
him, t<elieving that the interests of the country will therebybe secured. [Prolonged applause JMr. Blakrlt then read a numter of resolutions favorable
to the Whig nominees, which were unanimously adop.ed.
Naval..The sloop of war PortsmrmtA, now lying off (tie

Navy Yard, (U»arle4own, (Ma«n.) is ready for sea, and will
sail with the first lair wind. She will proceed dirw-t If Pottn
Frays, and, alter passing one season on the co*st of Africa,
will finish her cruise in the Mediterranean.
The workmen at the same navy yard are proceed"!* rapid!*in taking down the ship-house near the gate. of it.

except the frame, now remaina standing. The 14th of Sep¬tember has been fixed upon for launching tiie ship of ih«
line Vermont.

By the premature discharge of a cannon, in honor of th
returned Volunteers of Pontiac, Michigan, I.other Jones end
Horace Budin«ton were killed, «nd Feter Buike wounded.
Burke was ooo of the returned volunteer*


